Statewide Undergraduate Support Mechanisms

A survey of individuals working at colleges and universities in a little more than half of US states shows that systematic, statewide programs to support undergraduate research are rare.  In all, individuals in 37 states were contacted and responses from 28 were received (see Appendix).  In states that did not respond, typically 3 to 4 individuals were contacted.  Individuals at public 4-year institutions represented the majority of contacts.  [Individuals listed in “State Poster Events” spreadsheet.]
For the purposes of this document, ‘statewide undergraduate research initiatives’ are defined as those that use only state money.  Therefore, NASA, INBRE, and similar programs are excluded.  
Existing Programs

Arkansas
1)
The Arkansas Department of Higher Education directly administers a program “designed to allow undergraduate students to conduct in-depth research projects in their specific fields of study with the assistance of faculty mentors.”
2)
Students must have a minimum GPA of 3.25, 30 or more hours of credit toward his/her degree at the time of funding, and the support of a faculty mentor and be a U.S. citizen or a permanent resident alien.
3)
Students at public and private institutions are eligible as are all disciplines.  Creative projects are also eligible.  [e.g. The website lists “a philosophy major who is preparing a paper in the area of bioethics, or an art major who wants to sculpt a major project.” As eligible.]
4)
The program is funded at $150,000 and typically supports 60-70 students annually. 
5)
Funding includes both stipends and conference travel to present the work.
6)
Awards may be for the academic year, summer, or both.
7)
http://www.arkansashighered.com/surf/surf.htm
Iowa
1)
No formal statewide program exists, but the 3 public institutions informally coordinate their summer undergraduate research programs.
North Carolina 

1)
The University of North Carolina System currently funds the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Expansion Initiative at its 16 campuses.  The initiative is funded directly by its President, Erskine Bowles.  All public 4-year universities in North Carolina fall within the UNC System and, so, only private institutions are excluded.

2)
Major Program Features



i)
Only students currently enrolled in a UNC system institution are eligible to apply.



ii)
Students must have a substantive role in the project.



iii)
Projects must be externally funded.


iv)
Faculty and students who have not previously been involved in undergraduate research activities are given priority.


v)
All disciplines are eligible.


vi)
Summer stipend ($3,500) and travel ($1,000) awards are available.
3)
Full program details may be found at: http://www.northcarolina.edu/content.php/aa/departments/research/initiatives/RDI.htm
South Dakota

1)
No specific undergraduate research initiative, but the Governor has a “2010 Research Initiative” that will probably translate into increased undergraduate research opportunities at the state’s colleges and universities.
2)
http://www.2010initiative.com/2010initiative.htm (Goal 3)
Contemplated Programs
Arizona

1)
The three state universities have discussed a statewide initiative regarding undergraduate research for approximately two years.  The discussions have included organizations that hire graduates in the biotechnology area. 

2)
A private Arizona foundation supporting education and biotechnology convened the meetings. 
3)
Institutions are working with the foundation to develop a survey to establish the level and types of undergraduate research occurring on their respective campuses and in related organizations in the state. 

4)
From the survey and discussions, the hope is to develop a plan for a statewide undergraduate research that will include not only opportunities but funding. 

Kentucky
1)
The 8 public universities and the Kentucky Community and Technical College System (KCTCS) have put the final touches on a statewide initiative to create 120 undergraduate research fellowships.  The proposal has been submitted and is currently under consideration by the Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education.
Appendix

Responding States
Non-Responding States
States Not Contacted

Alabama
Alaska
Connecticut


Arizona
Illinois
Hawaii


Arkansas
Louisiana
Kansas


California
Maine
Mississippi


Colorado
Massachusetts
Montana


Delaware
New York
Nebraska


Florida
Oregon
Nevada


Georgia
Texas
New Jersey


Idaho
Wisconsin
New Mexico


Indiana

Rhode Island


Iowa

Vermont
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Kentucky

Wyoming*


Maryland


Michigan



Minnesota



Missouri



New Hampshire


North Carolina


North Dakota


Ohio†

Oklahoma


Pennsylvania


South Carolina


South Dakota


Tennessee


Utah


Virginia


Washington

*Has only one college (Univ. of Wyoming) in the state.

†Only response came from a private institution.
Map courtesy of Dr. Sarah Brinegar, Dept. of Geography
